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“Where does [ the camp’s | water come from?”
asks Kevin, 39, who wears cut-off khakis, a blue
polo shirt and shoulder-length dreadlocks. He
Lexplains that the water is drawn from a well and
has no chemicals. Like much of Camp White
Eagle, which is devoid of pesticides, styrofoam
and cell phones, the goal is to stay in balance with
nature. “We practice what we call ‘leave no
‘trace,’” says Kevin, a Harvard graduate. “Basically
your impact as a human should be as minimal as
possible.”

As the Green Movement continues to take
root, it has fostered a wave of environmentally
aware parents who, like the Gordons, are teach-
ing children to be respectful of the earth’s natur-
al resources.

Under the guidance of the Gordons, recycling
cans and plastic is mandatory at Camp White
Eagle, which is a two-hour drive west of Chicago.
S0 is monitoring food scraps and other waste.
Already their 17-month-old toddler Mico is fasci-

ing to the sounds of birds. In fact, a menageric of
wildlife exists on the grounds, including deer, rab-
bits, snakes, turtles, toads and skunks—all amid a
backdrop of expansive greenery.

“The point is for them to disconnect from the
outside world,” says Natasha Gordon, who over-
sees the camp’s kitchen. She and her husband
communicate by walkie-talkies and don’t allow
iPods, televisions or other electronic devices 1n-
ide the camp. “We want the children to talk to
one another and nature.”

There are a number of ways to teach children
conservation and environmental awareness as it
relates to home and school. Jill Buck, founder and
executive director of Go Green Initiative Asso-
ciation, has been “greening up” schools
around the country by offering comprehensive
environmental improvement plans to lessen the
amount of waste that is generated. More than 500
schools are currently practicing the Go Green
Initiative, including some in Africa. The program
focuses on helping schools conserve and recycle
paper, cardboard, aluminum, plastic beverage con-
tainers, food waste and even cell phones. Buck,
who brings worms into classrooms to demon-
strate vermiculture, the composting of organic
waste, says that children are usually excited about
helping to preserve the environment. “They
love the worms,” says Buck. “It’s the parents
who get that ‘yuk’ factor.”

Helping to conserve, or “go green,” doesn’t
have to be difficult, according to Buck, a mother
of three who began teaching environmental
awareness at her children’s school in California.
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Natasha qudon (top, left) looks on as Chappell Daniels, 10, recycles cans. Tuning in with
nature, Kevin Gordon (top, right) and his group study insects. Below, a group at the High
School for Environmental Studies in New York tends a rooftop garden.
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